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VALLADOLID WINS FIRST PRIZE IN 2011 CITY.PEOPLE.LIGHT AWARDS 

Spanish city takes top spot in ninth annual awards for the use of light to 
enhance urban well-being 

 
Gothenburg, Sweden – The city of Valladolid in Spain has been awarded the first prize 
in the 2011 city.people.light awards, the annual global competition organized by Philips 
and the Lighting Urban Community International Association (LUCI) to reward projects 
which demonstrate the contribution lighting can make to the well-being of those who live, 
work or visit a city or town. 
 
At a ceremony today in Gothenburg, Sweden, Mr. Javier León de la Riva, mayor of the 
city of Valladolid, was presented with the city.people.light award in recognition of the 
city‟s „Rivers of Light‟ project, designed by Rafael Gallego of Aureo lighting and Lara 
Elbaz.  
 
The „Rivers of Light‟ project connects different areas of the centre of Valladolid, creating 
a new night vision of the city, which has had a big impact on citizens. Valladolid‟s most 
important historic monuments and squares have been brought to life with light: some 
dressed in a new, more comfortable and elegant light, whilst others have suddenly 
emerged from the darkness.  
 
“Valladolid shows that lighting has become more than simply a means of ensuring 
security and visibility: it is now regarded as an essential component of a city‟s cultural 
identity,” comments Marc de Jong, CEO of the Professional Luminaires business within 
Philips Lighting. “All of this year‟s 24 entrants have recognized this and embraced the 
concept in their projects. Philips congratulates all of them – and especially the prize 
winners – for demonstrating the contribution lighting can make to create livable cities.” 
 
 “Valladolid‟s entry provided users of the city with symbolism and visual comfort – taking 
into account energy and economic factors,” says city.people.light awards jury president 
Anna Shakhparunyants. “The initiative is set out to give both visitors and citizens of 
Valladolid a wonderful aesthetic touch to their enjoyment of the bustling city centre, 
where people go to meet their friends, share „tapas‟, relax in a café terrace, or simply 
stroll along its streets.” 
 
Runners up from Netherlands and Japan 
The Dutch city of Rotterdam and Kanazawa in Japan were named as runners-up in the 
competition, which attracted a total of 24 entries from municipalities around the world.  
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Rotterdam in the Netherlands, received the second prize for Broken Light by Rudolf 
Teunissen, a project that was selected after a survey of wishes was conducted in the 
district which included: developers, housing corporations, the local district council, 
planning engineers and local residents. The project transformed Atjehstraat, a street that 
until a few years ago was rife with crime, and now has been rejuvenated through light. 
The project strengthens the bond between the residents of Atjehstraat and the 
surrounding streets. Atjehstraat has become through this project part of the social and 
cultural development of the neighborhood and contributes to the area‟s economic 
development through the increased attractiveness of the street. 
 
“This lighting project gives visual comfort and brightness to the street, leading to a new 
sense of pride for the residents. This once forgotten street now attracts people from all 
over the city to experience the multicultural celebration of light,” comments Mrs. 
Shakhparunyants.  
 
The Japanese city of Kanazawa had a different mission with its third prize-winning 
submission to the 2011 city.people.light awards – creating a lighting sequence that 
represented the history and culture of Kanazawa. The city has been developed as a 
castle town for 400 years and is known to have a strong historical aspect to its character. 
The lighting project will expand the visible hours for tourism and enhance the 
landscaping of tourist areas, which is likely to improve tourism, the economy and the 
vitality of the city. 
 
“The lighting project in Kanazawa represents the image and identity of the city by 
creating a harmony between the nocturnal lighting scheme of the city of Kanazawa and 
Kanazawa Castle Park, enabling residents and visitors to share the historical and 
cultural experience of the city,” says Mrs. Shakhparunyants.  
 
The 24 cities which submitted entries for this year‟s competition were judged by a six 
person jury – made up of lighting architects, lighting designers and municipal lighting 
managers – deliberating over a number of criteria, including how a lighting project adds 
to the cultural and architectural heritage of a city, its night-time identity and 
environmental contribution. 
 
Now in its ninth year, the city.people.light awards process has become truly global since 
its inception. With entrants initially being concentrated in Europe, the awards have now 
become a global competition, with an increasing number of entries coming from cities in 
emerging economies such as China, Brazil and Russia, as well as elsewhere in Asia and 
Latin America. 
 
About the international city.people.light awards 
The city.people.light awards set out to recognize the efforts cities and towns make to 
„rehumanize‟ their environments, applying the medium of light for the well-being of those 
who live, work, visit or do business in a city or town. Awards are given to cities which 
best integrate an appreciation of contemporary urban living needs with the notions of 
„city‟, „people‟ and „light‟ in a consistent lighting strategy.  
 
The awards are presided over by an international and independent five-person jury 
comprised of leading lighting architects, lighting designers and municipal lighting 
managers. The jury deliberates on a number of criteria, including how a lighting project 



 3 of 3 

adds to the cultural, architectural heritage and commercial life of a city, its night-time 
identity and its environmental contribution. 
 
Since its 2002 launch, the awards have run the rule over 192 urban lighting projects, 
including the 2011 entries.  
 
The awards were created by Philips and run in conjunction with LUCI (the Lighting 
Urban Community International Association). LUCI is a unique international network 
bringing together 95 cities and lighting professionals engaged in using light as a major 
tool for urban development, with a concern for sustainability and environmental issues. 
By rewarding and putting forward cities which share this vision of urban lighting the 
city.people.light award participates in making cities within LUCI - and beyond – progress 
towards a better use of light. 
 
For further information on the winners and all other nominations to this year‟s 
city.people.light awards please visit www.citypeoplelight.com/award 
 
For further information, please contact: 
Caroline Keulemans 
Director External Communications  
Philips Lighting, Corporate Communications  
Tel: +31 6 51 06 69 49  
Email: caroline.keulemans@philips.com 
 

About Royal Philips Electronics 

Royal Philips Electronics of the Netherlands (NYSE: PHG, AEX: PHI) is a diversified 
health and well-being company, focused on improving people’s lives through timely 
innovations. As a world leader in healthcare, lifestyle and lighting, Philips integrates 
technologies and design into people-centric solutions, based on fundamental customer 
insights and the brand promise of “sense and simplicity.” Headquartered in the 
Netherlands, Philips employs over 120,000 employees with sales and services in more 
than 100 countries worldwide. With sales of EUR 22.3 billion in 2010, the company is a 
market leader in cardiac care, acute care and home healthcare, energy efficient lighting 
solutions and new lighting applications, as well as lifestyle products for personal well-
being and pleasure with strong leadership positions in male shaving and grooming, 
portable entertainment and oral healthcare. News from Philips is located at 
www.philips.com/newscenter.  
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